
Accident /Incident Report Closed C•BASF 
VVe Lte.lti:J '~li<:JIIISlt'/ 

Unit/Department ~-Proces~ A~ea I Site 

- - -- "I ~1~~eral C;taly~t ~-B~ild~~----- rELYRiA ------

~eport ~at:_ __ -------~incid-~~t-D~e---- ~ ----~-Incident Time Copied From 

04101/2015 04101/2015 10:30 AM _]_=~~---____ -____ -
~~AA=~~~-~~~,=~=~~~ ~~ ~~~~--~-~~~- ~-- -- -~ 

Incident Location Team Leader I Supervisor Reported By 
----------

Building 31 and building 16. Terrence M Vanderbosch Ventura Veliz 

Title of Event (Limit to 90 character~)--------------------- Categ~.): I Division I Bu;_-Gr~-~p-1 

1 
Subgroup Code 

Nox evacuation of building 31 and b~lci~; 16.------------~-c-fS~t~ty & He;l~h- -~ cc 1 G:ccp 

Incident Classification 
---------

0 Near Miss 

D Process Safety 

D Injury /Illness 

IZJ Spill I Release 

D Permit/ Regulatory Deviation 

D Fire 

D Odor Complaint 

Describe Event! What Happened 

D Property Loss 

D Citation I NOV 

D Health Exposure 

D Inspection 

D Major Incident 

D Non-Occupational 

DRMP 

D Environmental _ _ _ _____ j 
- - ~~ ~-- ~ ~- -··-··· ·-

D Contractor 

D Con!~actor Injury /Illness 

D Contract Injury /Illness 

D PSM 

[8:] Plant Upset 

D EHS Management System Failure 

D Other 

Group Leader returned to building 31 where he was met by a member of maintenance who said that they smelled Nox. 
The Group Leader checked the Nox meter that was located nearby on #1 calciner that read 0.2 ppm. He then instructed 
the maintenance operator to retrieve a hand held meter. The Group Leader then went to open some of the overhead 
doors in order to ventilate the building. The maintenance operator then met the Group Leader on the second floor and 
told him that he was getting readings on the hand held meter. The Group Leader took the meter and was getting as high 
as a 2.0 ppm on the second floor. He then went to the third floor where he got as high as a 3.8 ppm. After returning to the 
second floor to head towards building 16 he was met by a contractor by #3 calclner feed hopper that was performing hot 
work in building 16. The contractor said he had gotten a Nox reading of 10.0 ppm by the Vacumax for #5 calciner. At that 
point, the meter that the Group Leader was holding registered a 6.8 ppm. The announcement was then made over the 
radio to evacuate the building. 

Immediate Corrective Action or Response 
·-·-··· ----~-~-----~-~------

Evacuate building. Send ERT entry team into the building to get an "all clear" of the building of Nox. The entry team also 
engaged the F-1 scrubber, as well as switch #1 calciner exhaust to the F-1 scrubber. 

Immediate Cause 
1----------~-~--

Possibility of residual Nox left from product remaining in #4 or #1 calciner. There is also a possibility of #3 calciner 
creating Nox that will need to be investigated further. 

l_~piH ~!l;a~e:-~J?':(~!____ j ~()_l!_~Q~pil_l_t_R=e""lrea~s=e=~=~~~-·------· _ -·· - __ J 
Chemical(s) Involved -- -- - - TeAs#- --~f?lly:statel Air l Land 1_-~~~~r _I contmt j Units I 

Nitrogen :~~x~~~ -:Ox) --~·~~~-~~;~y;;·~~ild~~QL~~"1~o:=·~~~~-~~:=a~~=~=-""'1=-==.0=5=='==o=I:_=· 0,~=--1 _ 0 j_ ___ lbi> ___ 
1 

Weather Conditions Skies: Temperature: WindDir~~~•n: __ ~--- 1 Wind-Speed: -~ 

Cause Narrative 
-- ______ . __ , __ -- ------------· -----·. ---· --·-' -------~--------------------~----

The Trimer scrubber was being worked on. To prepare for this work the feed to both calciners was turned of at 6:30 am. 
At this time 4 RC kicked out and began to cool off. The Trimer scrubber was turned off at about 10:00 am. Nitrate fumes 
were discovered around 10:30 am near 4RC when the contractors returned back to the area. 

I When the Trimer scrubber was turned off the ventilation was stopped to both calciners. The residual nitrates left in the 
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~~~~~!.~~~ to_!~r.n_e·l\l(lteer.':'~~~!!l_i:l~~.:.'!:JI._B %_!_~~!~ll~l_nJ!r!J~E1~1e-tt~!~E1.P':<:l~.ll~! .. uec:~n __ c:al~in_ati<:)_"!~ ................ ___________ .J 

~:::~\!~~~5,;" fe•d-= ~;,;.~=~ji'Yt~;;.:~~~"'" 160 . lo1ol•rno1 161 . E<eo~ No1 D•1ect•b• 

!Ef:l~:;~~::::;:~~"~~:~t~~~ ~ ;;;'~;~;:~~;;;'""--~;f~~~'"'" , •. No Pmre'"" <on.,,··-·······---~ 
Lnitrate~~~~~~ _ ·--------~--~------·-·-····· _ 
rE~pla~~tion-of Root Causes··· . . --··-·- -~---- ····----~- •·•······ ··· . ..... . .. ' 

G~1 :_~~=~=i~r:s_i_d_~al N~~~~_t!l~~~_'!uct e~~~~.;~'=~~ure. When the feed turned off the calciner .. kic~~~ _C~_ut 
No PSM 1 ncide nti j N~. Estimated <_::ost: fs, ~~o ~()O us D 

Jefferson Lewis; Terrence M Vanderbosch; John R Crawford; Leon Zavodnik; 
Andre Washington; 13()11 Q-ponnen 

Corrective Action(s) to prevent recurrence 

....................... , '''" ,, ___ --·--------- ... - ....... "'" ""'""' 

Investigate why 4 RC calciner kicked out when 
feed was turned off to determine if any 
programming changes need lobe made to avoid 

·- -~~ -Target 1- - Final ) VC ! VE I 
Date I Closed ) Re 

1 
Re 

Responsible Person 

Sullenberger/BASF-CATAL YSTS/BA 
SF 

j Date I q ~q 
Kirk -------------1·-o9toet2o15 -o8/iel2o15·r--N N 

-----·- · ·-------~--··1-------
2 Develop a procedure to shutdown and prepare 

calciners and pollution control equipment to 
ensure no nitrates are in calciner so equipment 
can be shutdown 

Jefferson Lewis/NNBASF 09/06/2015 07/09/2015 N N 

I 
__ Appro.lf~~~vi:==~==--~----~:-...................... -----~·----=~~~=--=~:._=~-::.~-

Manager I Dept. Head Leon Zavodnik 04/06/2015 02:41 PM 

I·· EHS_~~it __ <:;o~~dinator D~;~an R Gadou_ry-_04/06/2015 ~0~:27 PM 

I.·······---·······-··~- _ .. ___ __:~~-~~~e-~tial_ ___ _ 
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